
 

A congress you will remember! 
Whenever I talk with older church members about their positive church expe-
riences as Adventist youth, sooner or later we talk about an Adventist Youth 
Congress (AYC). A Youth Congress creates a memorable spiritual experience 
and I am sure that this is also true for our upcoming Pan-European AYC in 
Novi Sad. This congress is not just another event but the Adventist youth in 
Europe are going to proclaim the centre of our faith, Jesus Christ. 

The Power of One is not only a theme but rather a guiding concept for the 
whole AYC programme. This will become visible with the stage setting of the 
main hall where for the first time in the history of AYCs the stage is located in 
the centre of the hall. Thus, the Gospel of Jesus will be proclaimed in the 
midst of the youth and everyone is facing the Cross symbolizing our faith in 
the Power of the ONE. Each one of the five main speakers is going to highlight 
a specific aspect of what the Power of Jesus means in our lives. 

A variety of quality WORKSHOPS will provide further opportunities to dig 
deeper, to be challenged and to get training and impulses for personal mis-
sion and spiritual growth. And there are also many other programme options 
highlighting the creativity and variety of gifts among Adventist youth where 
you can get involved, too: an ART STAGE in a separate hall of the SPENS ven-
ue will give choirs, music groups, soloists, mimes, theatre groups, painters, 
audio-visual artists, and other young people with special talents the oppor-
tunity to share their God-given talents and arts. There are also CRAFT and 
SPIRITUAL ACTIVITIES offered in different places, or a MARKET of NATIONS 
where we welcome and meet local people of Novi 
Sad. Several SOCIAL ACTIVITIES are also offered to 
meet others and get to know Novi Sad. One day is 
dedicated for the IMPACT. That is when everyone 
gets involved in a service activity to leave a mark on 
the city. The Power of One is not only changing us but 
through us the world! 

Don’t miss this experience – you will remember it! 

Stephan Sigg, Inter-European Division Youth Director 

Introducing our Speakers 
Matthew Gamble was born and raised Catholic, but became an atheist at the age of 14. Increasingly 

fascinated by the Rastafarian religion, Matthew found himself on the island of Jamaica at the age of 19, and 

soon began smuggling marijuana into Miami, Florida. Shortly after that time, God led him to a Christian 

pastor who listened to his story and handed him a Bible. As he began exploring the teachings of Jesus, his 

life began to transformed from the inside out. Since that time, he has received undergraduate and postgra-

duate degrees from Andrews University and in 2008, he completed a Doctorate in Ministry specifically loo-

king at trends of effective Gospel communicators in a postmodern culture. He is presently serving full time 

as the Senior Pastor in St. Helena, CA. Matthew has a passion for preaching from God’s word.  
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If you have visited the Congress website 

lately, you have noticed a new welcome-

clip: our World Church president, Elder 

Ted Wilson, was in Serbia only a few days 

ago and taped a special message just for 

you! So, for whatever reason you may still 

be hesitating ...come on and join us and 

thousands other young people just like 

you; decide to make an impact and to be 

impacted by this unique event! Remem-

ber: application deadlines are coming up 

soon, so contact your Conference or Un-

ion Youth departments. And for any other 

news, go to www.aycongress.org 
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 A large team at your service 

We wonder whether you can imagine how many people are working together to make this congress a memorable experience 

for you..? Did you know that all your Union Youth directors from all over Europe, as well a great staff on site in Serbia have 

been planning and working for this Congress for a long time already? The congress as an event has two main aspects: the infra-

structure (or logistics) and the programme (or content). The whole infrastructure is being organized by the team of TED, who 

are taking care of your lodging, your food and whatever else you may need on site, whereas the team of the EUD is taking care 

of all the programme parts, like the worship in the main hall, the workshops, the Arts Festival, the Market of Nations and social 

activities of all kinds, etc. These teams meet in regular working sessions —and below you see a group picture of the latest pro-

gramme meeting in Switzerland , where at the end of Feb-

ruary all the EUD Union youth directors came together, 

joined by Paul Tompkins, Judy McKie and Miroslav Puijc 

from the TED, and Dragan Gruijcic and Pavle Trajkovski 

from the Serbian team. It is great to work together with 

people with so many talents and gifts, united by the pas-

sion for Christ, or as the theme of the congress says by 

“Power of One”.  So, together with all the other guests, 

main speakers, workshop leaders, volunteers, technicians, 

etc. we are doing our best — hoping and praying that this 

Congress will have a long lasting impact in your live! 
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“I am good at arts and would like to share  it — can I apply for the Arts Festival?” 

In a few weeks’ time we will be at the Youth Congress in Novi Sad. Young Adventists and friends from all over Europe and from 

outside Europe will meet there. You will participate in many activities and – among them: the Arts Festival where all young peo-

ple who wish to do so can present and express their faith through an art form you particularly like and you are good at.  

All forms of arts are welcome: song, instrumental music, mimes, tag, graphic art, theatre, video clips, etc. 

You too can participate, as an individual or as a group: simply complete the special application form 

that you will send to the youth department of your Conference or Union. They will then gather all 

the forms and send them to us at the Franco-Belgian Union, because we are coordinating this part 

of the Congress programme. Once we have received your completed application form from your 

Union, you will be contacted by us for more details concerning your performance at Arts Festival. 

Have a good preparation time, and see you soon! 

Pascal Rodet, Youth department of Franco-Belgian Union 

I have a question???? 

www.aycongress.org  

aycongress2013@gmail.com 


